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Turtle Facts

Turtles belong to one of the oldest groups of existing reptiles. They 
are older than snakes, crocodiles and alligators. Turtles date back to 
200 million years ago to the Triassic Period.

Turtles are differentiated into two main kinds—
Tortoises are able to walk with their thick trunk-like legs 
underneath their body, eat mainly plants and live on dry 
land. 

Turtles walk with their thin, often webbed feet out to the 
side of their body, can be more carnivorous and can live 
on land and in water. 

The name ‘turtles’ also identifies all the reptiles like this 
with a shell so every tortoise is a turtle but not every 
turtle is a tortoise! Turtles are very diverse in size ranging from tiny 

species that only measure about 3 inches as adults to 
the leather-back sea turtle which has been measured 
at 7 feet long and weighing in at 2,000 pounds.

Turtles are the fastest disappearing group of 
vertebrates on earth. Many species of turtle are 
on the brink of extinction.

Of the 356 species of turtle, 259 species are  
threatened or endangered. The main threat to these 
wonderful animals is the collection for the pet trade, 
habitat loss and degradation, and the combined 
threats of invasive species and inadequate regulations 
worldwide.
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African pancake tortoise, Malacochersus tornieri
Range: East Africa, specifically southern Kenya and Tanzania
Not all turtles are slow. The pancake tortoise’s shell is full of holes, making it light and 
quick! 

African spurred tortoise, Centrochelys sulcata
Range: The southern edge of the Sahara desert 
This is the third largest tortoise and can live for more than 70 years. 

Asian brown tortoise, Manouria emys
Range: Southeast Asia
The Asian brown tortoise is among the oldest living tortoise species.

Black-breasted leaf turtle, Geoemyda spengleri
Range: Southeast Asia 
This is one of the smallest turtles in the world growing no more than 11 centimeters. 

Desert tortoise, Gopherus agassizii
Range: Mojave and Sonoran Deserts, Southwestern U.S
Water is important in a desert! The Desert tortoise cleverly digs its own “watering holes”  
to capture any rainfall.

Egyptian tortoise, Testudo kleinmanni
Range: Native to Egypt and Libya, now nearly extinct in Egypt
The Egyptian tortoise is among the smallest of tortoise species. It would take about 400 
Egyptian tortoises to match the size of a Galapagos tortoise.

Fly River turtle, Carettochelys insculpta
Range: Northern Australia and southern New Guinea  
Sometimes referred to as the pig nosed turtle. This special nose allows it to breath at the 
surface while keeping its body protected underwater. 

Galapagos tortoise, Chelonoidis nigra
Range: The Galapagos Islands, Ecuador, South America
If necessary, the Galapagos tortoise can survive for up to a year without eating or drinking 
by storing food and water in its body. 
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Leopard tortoise, Stigmochelys pardalis
Range: Eastern and Southern African savannas, from Sudan to the southern Cape
Their domed shell and large lungs allow the leopard tortoise to float.

Madagascar spider tortoise, Pyxis arachnoides
Range: Madagascar
During the dry season, spider tortoises aestivate, which is the turtle version  
of hibernation.

Matamata turtle, Chelus fimbriatus
Range: Throughout the Amazon in northerns South America,as well as, the island of Trinidad 
Their leaf-shaped heads act as great camouflage from its predators. 

Ornate box turtle, Terrapene ornata
Range: Midwest and southwestern United States. 
You can tell males and females apart by their eyes: males have red eyes, and females 
have brown eyes.

Radiated tortoise, Astrochelys radiata
Range: Southern Madagascar 
When threatened, the radiated tortoise makes a loud screeching noise to  
intimidate predators.

Spot-bellied side-necked turtle, Phrynops hilarii
Range: Southern Brazil and west Uruguay and Argentina 
The dot pattern on this turtle is unique just like our fingerprints. 

Vietnamese (Indochinese) box turtle, Cuora galbinifrons
Range: Northern Vietnam and the island of Hainan, China 
They have two hinges in their lower shell which allow them to pull their body in and 
completely close their shell.

Western (Pacific) pond turtle, Actinemys marmorata
Range: Washington to Baja Mexico, and isolated, inland populations.  
The Pacific pond turtle is California’s only native freshwater turtle.

Yellow-spotted Amazon River turtle, Podocnemis unifilis
Range: Native to the Amazon River basin 
The females will lose their yellow head markings over time. 



Turtle String Craft

Steps:
1. Glue two pop sticks in a “X” shape.  Glue third stick in the center as shown.
2. After glue is dry, tie yarn to center of sticks
3. Begin wrapping yarn around the center of the sticks. Once the center is covered and no  
 more wood can be seen, you can wrap around legs as shown making a circle.
4. Continue wrapping yarn until you need to add or change colors. To add yarn tie in a knot  
 with other end OR tie to one popsicle stick/ leg of turtle
5.  When you have added enough string your turtle will have some of their feet head and  
 tail showing.
6. To finish, tie a knot to the body of the turtle and trim excess string. Use a marker or  
 pencil to add details to the face and toes. Now you have a cute turtle! 

Materials:
• 3 Popsicle sticks 
• Glue
• Yarn or string
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Turtle Promise
Turtles may be slow, but they are quickly needing my help. I promise to make the world a safer place for turtles 
and tortoises by _______________________________________.

   Giving any animals I see in nature plenty of personal space

   Reducing plastic use by using reusable items instead  
   (water bottles, bags, containers, straws, etc)

   Doing my research before getting a pet

   Not releasing my pet turtle.  
   Most pets are not native to the area and would be an invasive species if released.  

   Picking up trash

   Using less water

 Use this space to draw a picture of what you can do to help turtles.

 Share your promise with us. We would love to hear what you choose to do!


